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Radiant-Floor Heating

BEFORE YOU BUY: There are twomain
types of radiant-floor heat systems electric
andd hydronic. Electric systems are cheaper,
but don’t offer the flexibility of fued cholces
that the hvdromsic systems offer Hydronic sys-
e e mone popular and aost-effective since
the hont i provided by hot water pumped
through tubing beneath the floor, and there
are no vents or baseboards that can make
furniture placement tricky. When it comes
1o floor coverings, nearty any type of material
weill work with radiant heating, but ceramic
tile s the best option since it's » great heat
conductor Wood flooring can be used, but
some eperts prfer laminated wood produces
that aren't as susceptible to warping or crack-
ing from wemperature fluctuations

WHAT™S HOT: Honv about o radlan hesat
paned and & structural soabiloor in one? That's
Warmboard (witrmbeard.com b an alla-one
hsrigue-and-groove paned that's pre<cut with
chanrels for racdlant tablog. For over- and
undersubfloor options, try RadiantMax
(radiantmax.com),

GOOD TO KNOW: Instull-
ation can be pricey, but you
need o lactor in long-term
energy savings. Some hom-
cowners opt to install radi-
ant heating in smaller areas
{bathroom or an addition) that
don’t requine costly expansion
of the existing ductwork and
furnace. Or try another under-
foot warming aliernative and
heat up the space beneath an
area rug, with a “zone heating™
option called RugBuddy (from
Speedheat.com), a pseudo
ehectric blanket for the floor!

COST: $4 to $8 per square
foot for whole-house inetal-
lation. {That's about 40 fo
50 peroent more than the in-
stallation for a conventional
heating system, but it's also
20 percent more energy-
efficient )
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